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FIXED annual date would soon be set for the
Nimrod Mkono Open Youth Championships
to run consistently every year with intent to
create awareness for the game of tennis across the
country.

While representing main sponsor, Nimrod Mkono, the
Social Responsibility Manager at the Mkono Advocates &
Company Susanne Seifert revealed in Dar es Salaam that event
was mainly in support of the talent identificarion program
among yout

She said Nimrod was determined to work closely with the
TTA and contribute in hmldmh a more social res Pnnr[h]r
vouth across the country rhmuwh rht game ni‘ tennis.

a prosperous future.”
qltﬁ‘ ﬁ\-'& iun'mr'\' from two re ions of Arusha and Dar es
3 d for [[llphlt'h
dl‘ld Il'lﬂddl-; dunng tl‘IL SLL{H‘I(] edition Mkono Open Junior
Championships held at Dar es Salaam Gymkhana Club late
February.

The two day tournament also offered an opportunity for
juniors in the four categories of 18 & Under, 14 & Under, 12
8 Under and 10 & Under to compete for national ranking.

Susanne noted that the TTA tennis development trademark
‘Be Smart, Play Tennis' would be upheld every year through
interaction saying the kids would have a lot to learn from each
other.

Susanne reiterated on the growing partnership berween her
law firm and the national tennis body (TTA), ‘h.nrm{_‘ all effores
were geared o improve individual social capabili
the vouth.
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The pride is ours, says
Susanne Seifert

MKONO Advocates & Cﬂﬂlpﬂ.ﬂ}r Social Corporate Investment Manager
Susanne Seifert says Nimrod Mkono, the main sponsor of Mkono Open Youth
Championships, takes pride in the growth of youth tennis.

J'HLFLC'I a ICHI&FI:{H.IJIE success in two prtviuu.‘;
editions, Susanne is looking forward to the
start UI'—EI.J.'.I.CI[J.'I.CF year t]'.I.E.T WD'L'I.].d br[ng ThL‘ [hlrd
edition Mkono Youth Open Championships

a. Tell us about the annual Mkono Open

For the second consecutive year, the Mkono
Open Youth Tennis Tournament was held in
Dar es Salaam’s Gymkhana Club on February
21 and 22, 2009. Drawing high expectations
after last years successful event, 65 young
players berween 8 and 18 participarted
and competed in 13 different categories.
The general perceprion among players and
atti:m.f'mg PH.J'L‘]'ltH was '&"Cl'}" P('.Iﬁi.ﬁ"r'lf. TI.'I.L'
players were provided with T-Shirts for the
matches and served with drinks and food
throughour the rwo-day competition. The
winners and runners-up in all categories went
home with prizes related to their school career
ar Spnrl:s :’:qu]prnl:nr.

b. Are we achieving our goal in the junior
event?

Most definitely. Our Junior Tournament
had two main objectives: First of all, the
young players were supposed to have fun and
meet new EI'iL']'.IdS- i'_rum (]Thl’.‘]’ C].'L'I.IJS-. Stfﬂndl}'.
they were expected ro display their skills under
more serious conditions then during a rt:gui:-]r
practice match.

We had the feeling that both goals were more
than achieved. The atmosphere during the
Cﬂ]'l'l].'}l'_‘fifi.ﬂ‘n WwWas w:r}' TE]EKCCI. '.lﬂd. P]ﬂ.}’ﬁl], bLll.'
the marches didn't lack any of the seriousness
that an aspiring young player should possess
to compete successfully throughout his or
her career. Some of the finals were very tight,
Sh{}'ﬁ."i]]g t]‘mt T.]]f.']'f arc IIIH[I}" Eﬂlt[l[ﬁ' -':'I.IT.IDHH
the players that are on one level and able to
chu]h:ngt cach other. This is important to
move the sport further and motivate the
YOUNESTers to improve their game in order to
stay successful.

. With recent reports pointing to the
positive, Mkono & Co must be happy
with bcing involved in a growing
individual sport. Tell us what to expect
next }’Eﬂ.l" -ﬂ.l'lli ifﬂ]frﬂ are -E.I'IY PI'DSPEI:'.’S |}
expand coverage.

Hon. Nimrod Mkono and his team are very
pmud to be part of the new wave of tennis
enthusiasm in Tanzania. For us, it is a greac
LflPPUI'tLl['li.t}" to 'L'I.L'ti"r'i_'l:r’ SUFP{}TT }-'{}U.HE pla}cn
from all parts of the country and give them
the chance to pmctic-:_' and refine their skills
under rournament conditions. We hope this
“'i.].] ::nahl:: thL‘ITI T CUIT!FILTI.: on a higgcr
stage, ie in international events in the furure.
For next year, another junior tournament is
planned, and it is our intention to establish
our event as a fixed annual date in Every year
from now on.

d. What are you personal feelings about

Tanzania Tennis at present?

I think Tennis is on a very good way
to become one of the countrys leading
recreational sports and has some interesting
young talents to participate on an international
level. The work of the Tennis Association has
increased in seriousness and the involvement
of Hon. Bernard K. Membe, Minister for
Foreign Affairs & International Cooperation
as TAA Patron, can only be seen as a boost
for the sport. Further, Prince Madema,
the ITF (International Tennis Federation)
representative for East Africa, is doing excellent
work in setting up better training facilities for
young players.

In the future, we will aim for attracting more
sponsors for higgcr events and improving the
tennis facilities at our Gymkhana Club Dar es
Salaam and other Clubs in the country. The
ultimare goal should be to integrate Tanzania
into the Davis Cup circle to get international
recognition and secure bigger support by
the ITF to further improve the game in the
region.

Leah Mkono & tennis fans




